PREFACE.
Tf-JE work now submitted to the public was begun to be printed in 1817; and the 13th and 14th sections, containing-the oxides and sulphurets, were printed off before, the end of October of the same year. The printing- of the rest of the work to the appendix was finished in September, 1821. One sheet of the appendix was printed at the end of 1823 ; but no addition was afterwards made till May, 1826; when the printing- was resumed, and has been continued to the present time. It may be asked, what were the motives for such a plan of procedure. To this it may be replied, that soon after the publication of the first volume (in 1810), I beg-an to prepare materials, and to institute experiments, relating- to the oxides, &c., with occasional diversions into other departments of chemistry, as circumstances arose. As a great portion of my time was always necessarily engaged in professional duties, and as that part of the work I was about to commence was one running- into detail, I thought it would be best to print it as I proceeded, whilst the train of thought and of experiments was fresh in view. The advantag-e in this case was expected to be partly at least counterbalanced by the loss of discoveries and improvements likely to he made in the interval he (ween the printing- and publishing- of the several articles. This I was aware of; but as a principal object f had in view was to